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Mission Statement

Confederation Secondary is committed to providing the highest quality programming, in a challenging, supportive and safe learning environment, where best practices, life- long learning, personal development, and responsible citizenship are fostered.

Preface

This booklet outlines the Grade 9 courses offered at Confederation Secondary School.  Parents and students are urged to review it carefully.  The principal and staff may make recommendations regarding course selections, but students, together with their parents, have the right to make alternate selections.  It is imperative that these selections are chosen with diploma requirements in mind.  See page 4 for diploma requirements.
Objectives
The major purpose of secondary school is to help each student reach his or her potential as an individual.  The school, together with parents, facilitates the intellectual, physical, social, emotional, and moral growth of the student.  As students continue to develop knowledge, skills and aptitudes they are encouraged to take pride in their work and relish in the satisfaction of achievement. 
Student Achievement and Attendance

Achievement:  Education is a process of learning that requires exposure to, and continuity in learning experiences.  Students must learn to work, not only as individuals, but also with others.  The ability to work with and for others, both adults and peers, is essential for success in today’s society.
Attendance:  Students’ presence is vital to the process of learning.  Students who habitually miss class will suffer in the evaluation process because their participation and achievement can not be fully assessed.
Evaluation and Examination Policies

The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning.  Information gathered through assessment allows teachers to determine students’ strengths and needs in their achievement of curriculum expectations.  Assessment may take many forms:  daily classroom performance and participation, homework, notebooks, written assignments, group work, presentations, quizzes, tests, essays, seminars, projects, independent studies, and examinations.  Evaluation refers to the process of judging the quality of student work on the basis of established criteria, and assigning a value to represent that quality.
 A minimum grade of 50% is required for a student to achieve a credit in any course.  The final grade for each course (Grade 9 through Grade 12) is typically determined as follows:

· a minimum of 70% of the grade is based upon assessments conducted throughout the course – this will be most reflective of a student’s level of achievement, with special consideration given to most recent  and consistent  level of performance.
· a maximum of 30% of the grade is based upon a final assessment, administered towards the end of a course;

it may be in the form of a performance, an essay, a written examination, or any other form which is suitable to the course content.

The following table outlines how a percentage grade relates to achievement level, and provides a summary description of the corresponding level.
	Percentage Grade Range
	Achievement Level
	Summary Description



	80 – 100%
	Level 4
	A very high to outstanding level of achievement. 

Achievement is above the provincial standard.

	70 – 79%
	Level 3
	A high level of achievement.  Achievement is at the provincial standard.

	60 – 69%
	Level 2
	A moderate level of achievement.  Achievement is below, but approaching the provincial standard.

	50 – 59%
	Level 1
	A passable level of achievement.  Achievement is below the provincial standard.

	Below 50%
	Insufficient achievement of curriculum expectations.  A credit will not be granted.


Level 3 (70-79%) is the provincial standard.  Teachers and parents can be confident that students who are achieving at level 3 are well prepared for work in the next grade or the next course.

It should be noted that an evaluation of achievement in the 80-100% range (Level 4) does not suggest that the student is achieving expectations beyond those specified for the course, but rather that he or she demonstrates a very high to outstanding level of achievement of the specified expectations, and a greater command of the requisite knowledge and skill than a student who is achieving a 70-79% range (Level 3).  A student whose achievement is below 50% at the end of the course, will not obtain a credit for the course.

Reporting

At Confederation, we believe in frequent reporting as a means of improving student achievement.  Weekly, mostly verbal anecdotal reports from teachers will inform students of progress, missed assignments and mark updates.  Formal written monthly reports will be issued on the last school day of each month, and these will include marks and teacher comments, if applicable.  There are two official provincial report cards issued each semester, one at mid-term, and a final report at the culmination of the course.   Parent-teacher interviews are held twice per year, at the beginning of October, and at the beginning of March.
Courses of Study

The courses offered by this school have been developed according to the requirements of the Ontario Ministry of Education.  Detailed course outlines for each subject are available in the main office of the school.
Rainbow District School Board’s School Boundary Policy

The Board’s policy of open school boundaries permits students to attend any secondary school of their choice outside the local attendance area, if they provide their own transportation.  To allow sufficient time to prepare for the forthcoming school year, parents are required to select the school of their choice by May 1st.    Your cooperation in reaching a decision by May 1st will be appreciated.  Students who wish to transfer from one secondary school to another within the system must obtain the proper transfer form from his/her present principal before contacting the receiving school.  Parental approval is required for all transfers.
Guidance Services

Through personal and group counselling, the Guidance Department provides students with opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to understand themselves, to plan and achieve educational goals, to explore career pathways, and to make appropriate post-secondary decisions that will enable them to succeed in university, community college or the world of work.  Counsellors are available to students to discuss any concerns relating to educational or personal matters.

Should parents wish to check on the progress of their child, they are encouraged to contact the child’s subject teacher or guidance counsellor..
Ontario Student Record (OSR)

The school maintains a complete record for each student within the Ontario Student Record (OSR) folder.  Parents and students may peruse this record along with a guidance counsellor.

Course Changes
Course changes may be allowed after consultation with a student’s counsellor and with parental approval.  Changes should only be made for valid reasons such as:  a change in level of difficulty, a change of career paths, post-secondary admission requirements, summer school or night school results, or medical matters.  Should the request for change be valid, the timetable will be adjusted, if possible, taking into account the master timetable and class sizes.  Unless there are exceptional circumstances, no course changes will be initiated after the second week of classes in each semester.

School Organizational Structure

Confederation Secondary School operates on a semester system from Grade 9 to Grade 12.  Students will take four 110 hour courses per semester, four 76 minute periods per day with a 45 minute lunch period. 

Sample Schedule and Timetable
	Period
	Time
	Semester 1
	Semester 2

	1
	8:20 – 9:41
	ENG 1P0
	MFM1P0

	2
	9:49 – 11:05
	FSF1P0
	PPL1O0

	Lunch
	11:05 – 11:50
	LUNCH
	LUNCH

	3
	11:50 – 1:06
	SNC1P0
	CGC1P0

	4
	1:14 – 2:30
	TIJ1O0
	HFN1O0

	Bus Departure
	2:40
	
	


Diploma Requirements
The Ontario Secondary School Diploma is issued by the Ontario Ministry of Education and states that the student has achieved the minimum requirements for graduation (30 credits).

The Credit System:  The Ministry of Education defines a credit as follows:  “A credit is granted in recognition of the successful completion of a course for which a minimum of 110 hours has been scheduled (approximately 76 minutes per day/per semester).”
Ontario Secondary School Diploma Requirements 

In order to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma, a student commencing a secondary school program on or after September 1, 1999, must earn a minimum of 30 credits as follows:

Compulsory Credits  (Total of 18)

-4 credits in English (2 must be from the Senior Division)

-3 credits in Mathematics (1 must be from the Senior Division)

-2 credits in Science

-1 credit in French as a Second Language
-1 credit in Canadian Geography

-1 credit in Canadian History

-1 credit in Health and Physical Education

-1 credit in the Arts

-1 credit in Civics (0.5) and Career (0.5) Education

AND three credits, 1 from each of the following groups:
-
1 additional credit in English, French as a second language, or a Native language, or a classical or an  international  language, or social sciences and the humanities, or Canadian and world studies, or guidance and career education or cooperative education**
-
1 additional credit in health and physical education, or the arts, or business studies, or cooperative education**
-
1 additional credit in science, or technological education, or cooperative education***
Elective Credits (Total 12) - students may choose 12 courses based upon availability and timetable compatibility***
*A maximum of 3 credits in English as a second language (ESL) or English literacy development (ELD) may be counted towards the 4 compulsory credits in English, but the fourth must be a credit earned for a Grade 12 compulsory English course.
**A maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education can count as compulsory credits.

***May include up to four credits achieved through approved Dual Credit courses.

Additional Requirements

40 hours of community service

Successful completion of the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test
The Ontario Secondary School Certificate

The Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted on request to students who leave school before earning the Ontario Secondary School Diploma, provided that they have earned a minimum of 14 credits, distributed as follows:

Compulsory Credits (Total of 7)

-2 credits in English

-1 credit in Canadian Geography or Canadian History

-1 credit in Mathematics

-1 credit in Science

-1 credit in Health and Physical Education

-1 credit in the Arts or Technological Education

Elective Credits (Total of 7) – students may choose courses based upon availability and timetable compatibility.
The Certificate of Accomplishment
Students who leave school before fulfilling the requirements of the Ontario Secondary School Diploma or the Ontario Secondary School Certificate, may be granted a Certificate of Accomplishment.  This recognizes achievement for students who plan to take certain vocational programs, or other kinds of further training, or who plan to find employment after leaving school.

PLAR (Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition)

Prior learning includes the knowledge and skills that students have acquired in both formal and informal ways, outside secondary school.  Where such learning has occurred outside Ontario classrooms, students enrolled in Ontario secondary schools and inspected private schools may have their skills and knowledge evaluated against the expectations outlined in provincial curriculum policy documents in order to earn credits towards the secondary school diploma.  This formal evaluation and accreditation process involves two components:  equivalency and challenge.  Equivalency involves the assessment of credentials from other jurisdictions for placement purposes.  The challenge process refers to the process whereby students’ prior learning is assessed for the purpose of granting credit.   Only Grade 10-12 courses that are offered by the Rainbow District School Board may be challenged.  For more information regarding this process, students are advised to refer to the PLAR pamphlet found in the school’s guidance office, and to contact their principal by the end of December, if they are interested.  

The Ontario Student Transcript

The Ontario Student Transcript is a record of courses successfully completed (with the exception of full disclosure), with credit values outlined.  It includes:
-
for Grades 9 and 10 courses:  all successfully completed courses, with percentage grades and credits granted.

· for Grades 11 and 12:  all courses taken or attempted, percentage grades earned and credits granted.

Full Disclosure:  If a student withdraws from a course after five school days following the issue of the first official report card (mid-term), a W will be recorded, along with the student’s mark at the time of withdrawal.  Students who are re-taking courses in Grades 11 and 12, will have both, the initial and the new mark, displayed on their transcript.
Special Education Services

The Rainbow District School Board provides for the needs of exceptional students through a range of programs and services.  Special Education programming in each school is supported by the board’s Special Education/Student Services Department, consisting of psychology staff, social workers, speech/language pathologists, and the services of itinerant specialists for the hearing and visually impaired.  Information on these services, on the board’s Special Education Advisory Committee and Special Education Plan, can be obtained by calling 523-3308, extension 8204.
Special Education Resource Teacher

While the primary responsibility for special needs students lies with the classroom teacher, the services of the Special Education Resource Teacher are made available when required.

There are a number of roles that may be served:

-providing support to the classroom teacher

-administering educational assessment

-providing a resource period or classroom withdrawal program for exceptional students

-assisting in the development and implementation of modified/differentiated programming, and facilitating the I.P.R.C. (Identification, Placement and Review Committee) process

-updating the IEPs (Individual Education Plans) of exceptional students, and developing IEPS for newly identified  students
- providing access to assistive technology, given specific exceptionalities
Library Services

Confederation’s library is open to students for research and quiet study.  Texts, encyclopedias, periodicals, vertical files and Internet are available for student use.  Our library is open all day from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Photocopying, printing and computers are available for research, typing assignments, projects and reports.
Community Involvement Activities
As part of the diploma requirements, students entering Grade 9 in the 1999-2000 school year or in subsequent years must complete a minimum of 40 hours of community involvement activities.  The responsibility for the completion of the 40 hours of community involvement prior to graduation rests with the student and his/her parent(s)/guardian(s).  Community involvement activities may take place in a variety of settings, including businesses, non-profit organizations, public sector institutions (including hospitals and homes for the aged), and informal settings.  Students may not fulfill the requirement through activities that are counted towards a credit (cooperative education, for example), through paid work, or by assuming duties normally performed by a paid employee.  The requirement is to be completed outside of regularly scheduled class time (lunch, before/after school, weekends, and holidays).  Completion of community involvement activities must be confirmed by the organizations or persons supervising the activities.  A Notification of Completion of Community Involvement Activities form is available in the school for this
purpose.

Insurance

The board’s liability insurance will protect the students and community sponsors for up to forty hours of community involvement activities.  Students are NOT covered with Workplace Safety and Insurance Board coverage in the event of personal injury.  Students and parents are encouraged to purchase Student Accident Insurance which is available through the school.

The Provincial Secondary School Literacy Test
Since 2000-2001, all secondary students must successfully complete the provincial secondary school literacy test in order to earn a secondary school diploma.  This test will normally be written in Grade 10, in April.  Accommodations will be made to ensure that students who are receiving special education programs and services, and who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) have a fair and equal opportunity to successfully complete the secondary school literacy test.  The accommodations made will be the same as those that are set out in the student’s IEP and/or that are available to the student in the course of his or her regular school work, including examinations and other forms of evaluation.  While accommodations such as alternative forms of print and extra time are acceptable, the actual content of the secondary school literacy test must not be altered.

Students who are not successful on the test, will have the opportunity to write it again.  If the second attempt does not prove successful, students will have the opportunity to take the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course.  The achievement of credit in this course will fulfill the literacy requirement for diploma purposes.

Deferrals

Students who might benefit from a deferral of the test may include students who have been identified as exceptional and students registered in English as a Second Language/English Literacy Development (ESL/ELD) courses, who have not yet acquired the level of proficiency in English for successfully completing the test.  If a parent or an adult student requests a deferral, the principal will determine whether or not the deferral should be granted and, if so, for what period of time.
Exemptions

Students whose IEP indicates that the student is not working towards the attainment of a secondary school diploma may, with parental consent, and the approval of the principal, be exempted from participating in the secondary school literacy test.  Students who do not successfully complete the literacy test will not be able to receive a secondary school diploma.  Should the learning expectations contained in the student’s IEP be revised at some point so as to allow the student to work towards the attainment of the secondary school diploma, the student would be expected to complete the secondary school literacy test.
Co-curricular Activities
Students are strongly encouraged to become involved in school activities.  Not only will this involvement increase enjoyment during the secondary school years, but it will have many other benefits as well.  The majority of scholarship and bursary application for college and university are stressing student participation in school co-curricular activities, community involvement and volunteering, along with academic success.  This is seen as the sign of a well-rounded student who has gained skills that are not necessarily learned in the classroom.

Co-curricular Activities at Confederation

Athletic Activities




Extra-Curricular Activities
Co-Ed



Boys’ Events



Aboriginal Group
Alpine Skiing


Basketball



Badminton Club
Badminton


Football




Blooper Ball
Bowling



Hockey




Book Club
Cross-country Running

Soccer




Confederation Chronicle (newspaper)
Cross-country Skiing

Softball




Environmental Club
Curling



Volleyball



Evolutionary Band
Golf



Wrestling



Homeroom Competitions
Swimming







Literacy Workshops

Tennis



Girls’ Events



Math Contests
Track & Field


Basketball



Reach for the Top
Volleyball


Flag Football



Special Spirit Activities
Intramurals


Gymnastics



Student Parliament




Hockey




Technology Contests


 

Soccer




Terry Fox Run




Softball




Photography




Volleyball











Wrestling


There are also various intramural activities offered in the gym at lunch time throughout the year.  Co-curricular and intramural activities are dependent upon sufficient student interest.
The Common Course Coding System
All the course codes have been assigned according to the common Course Coding System developed by the Ontario Ministry of Education and Training.  Each course code has 6 characters.

The first three characters indicate the discipline, the subject group and the course.  For example:

ENG -------- English

AVI -------- Art

MFM -------- Mathematics

SNC -------- Science

The fourth character indicates the grade level:
1 -------- Grade 9


3 -------- Grade 11

2 -------- Grade 10

4 -------- Grade 12

The fifth character indicates the course type:

P -------- Applied


D -------- Academic

O -------- Open


L -------- Locally Developed (Essential)

The sixth character carries additional information:  
I -------- French Immersion

Courses for Grade 9:

In Grades 9 and 10, courses promote the acquisition of essential knowledge and skills, but at the same time, allow students to begin to focus on their areas of strength and interest, and to explore various areas of study.  

Students will choose from one or more of the four course types:  Academic, Applied, Open, and Locally Developed (Essential).  Choices will be made based primarily upon student interests, needs and achievement. Parents and teachers, including the guidance counsellor, will assist students with these choices.  

The following is a brief description of the four course types (pathways) available to students in Grade 9.

Academic courses – a student should be working consistently at or above the provincial standard (Level 3 or 4) in core courses, have a learning style suited to theoretical, abstract thinking, be self-motivated and require little teacher direction.  Academic courses in Grades 9 and 10 are necessary to take University level courses in Grades 11 and 12.  Students may also opt to take College level courses in Grades 11 and 12.
Applied courses – a student should be consistently at Level 2 or higher in core courses, have a learning style suited to hands-on, practical learning, and require specific, teacher-directed instruction.  Applied courses in Grades 9 and 10 are necessary to take College level courses in Grades 11 and 12.  Students may also opt to take Workplace level courses Grades 11 and 12.
Locally Developed (Essential) courses – students who consider taking one of more of these courses are typically students who, in Grades 6, 7 and 8, achieved Level 1 (50% - 59%) or below in core subjects, consistently require support to complete Ontario curriculum expectations, and/or require individualized support.  Locally Developed courses lead to Workplace level courses in Grades 11 and 12.
Open courses – most elective courses are non-streamed or Open, with one set of expectations appropriate for all students.  As an example, all Grade 9 students who select it, take the same Open Visual Arts course.

In Grade 10, students will again take courses at the Academic, Applied, Locally Developed (Essential) or Open levels.  Students will choose courses that will give them the necessary prerequisites for entry into the Grade 11 courses they wish to take.  Students in Grade 11 and 12 will, for the most part, choose courses that prepare them for university, college, or the workplace.

Mathematics Enhancement
By reforming our approach to the delivery of the mathematics curriculum for all incoming Grade 9 students, we aim to improve student performance, retention and confidence in all levels of mathematics study.  Data collected over the last several years indicates that poor mathematical performance in students throughout Ontario, particularly junior students, has a significant impact upon post-secondary programming options and choices.  Our new approach to mathematics exposure is designed to minimize potential gaps in learning, by providing more instructional continuity to our junior students.  This should inadvertently affect performance in senior mathematics courses, and impact post-secondary pathways, specifically those requiring a high level of proficiency in mathematics.
Grade 9 Academic Compulsory Courses
ENG 1D0 – English (Academic)
This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills that students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their daily lives.  Students will analyse literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms.  An important focus will be on the use of strategies that contribute to effective communication.  The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 Academic English course, which leads to university or college preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.

FSF 1D0 - Core French (Academic)
This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in French with increasing independence, with a focus on familiar topics related to their daily lives.  Students will continue to develop language knowledge and skills by using language-learning strategies introduced in the elementary Core French program, and will apply creative and critical thinking skills in various ways.  They will also enhance their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, and will develop the skills necessary to become life-long language learners.

Prerequisite:
Minimum of 600 hours of elementary Core French instruction, or equivalent

MPM 1D0 – Principles of Mathematics (Academic)

This course enables students to develop understanding of mathematical concepts related to algebra, analytic geometry, and measurement and geometry through investigation, the effective use of technology, and abstract reasoning.  Students will investigate relationships, which they will then generalize as equations of lines, and will determine the connections between different representations of a relationship.  They will also explore relationships that emerge from the measurement of three-dimensional objects and two-dimensional shapes.  Students will reason mathematically and communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step problems.

Successful completion of this course prepares students for Principles of Mathematics, Grade 10, Academic (MPM2D0) or Foundations of Mathematics, Grade 10, Applied (MFM2P0).
CGC 1D0 – Issues in Canadian Geography (Academic)

This course examines interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural and human systems and how these systems interconnect with those in other parts of the world. Students will explore environmental, economic, and social geographic issues relating to topics such as transportation options, energy choices, and urban development. Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to investigate various geographic issues and to develop possible approaches for making Canada a more sustainable place to live. 

Prerequisite: None
SNC 1D0 – Science (Academic)

This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to relate science to technology, society, and the environment.  Throughout the course, students will develop their skills in the processes of scientific investigation.  Students will acquire an understanding of scientific theories and conduct investigations related to sustainable ecosystems; atomic and molecular structures and the properties of elements and compounds; the study of the universe and its properties and components; and the principles of electricity.
PPL 1O0 – Healthy Active Living Education (Open)

This course emphasizes students’ daily participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities that promote lifelong healthy active living.  Students will learn movement techniques and principles, ways to improve personal fitness and physical competence, and safety/injury-prevention strategies.  They will investigate issues related to healthy sexuality and the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, and will participate in activities designed to develop goal-setting, communication, and social skills.

Grade 9 Applied Compulsory Courses
ENG 1P0 – English (Applied)
This course is designed to develop the key oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills students need for success in secondary school and daily life.  Students will read, interpret, and create a variety of informational literacy, and graphic texts.  An important focus will be on identifying and using appropriate strategies and processes to improve students’ comprehension of texts and to help them communicate clearly and effectively.  The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 Applied English course, which leads to college or workplace preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.

FSF 1P0 – Core French (Applied)

This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in French in structures situations on everyday topics and to apply their knowledge of French in everyday situations.  Students will continue to develop language knowledge and skills introduced in the elementary Core French program, through practical applications and concrete examples, and will use creative and critical thinking skills in various ways.  They will also enhance their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, and will develop the skills necessary to become life-long language learners.
Prerequisite: 
Minimum of 600 hours of elementary Core French instruction, or equivalent

FSF1O0 – Core French (Open)

This is an introductory course for students who have little or no knowledge of French or who have not accumulated the minimum 600 hours of elementary Core French instruction.  Students will begin to understand and speak French in guided and structured interactive settings, and will develop fundamental communication skills through discussing situations and issues that are relevant to their daily lives.  Throughout the course, students will develop their awareness of diverse French-speaking communities in Canada and acquire an understanding and appreciation of these communities.  They will also develop a variety of skills necessary to become life-long learners.

MFM 1P0 – Foundations of Mathematics (Applied)

This course enables students to develop understanding of mathematical concepts related to introductory algebra, proportional reasoning, and measurement and geometry, through investigation, the effective use of technology, and hands-on activities.  Students will investigate real-life examples to develop various representations of linear relationships, and will determine connections between the representations.  They will also explore certain relationships that emerge from the measurement of three-dimensional objects and two-dimensional shapes.  Students will consolidate their mathematical skills as they solve problems and communicate their thinking.
Successful completion of this course prepares students for Foundations of Mathematics, Grade 10 (Applied).  Learning through hands-on activities and the use of concrete examples is an important aspect of this course.

Prerequisite:   Learning Strategies, Mathematics, Grade 9 Open

SNC 1P0 – Sciences (Applied)

This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to apply their knowledge of science to everyday situations.  They are also given opportunities to develop practical skills related to scientific investigation.  Students will plan and conduct investigations into practical problems and issues related to the impact of human activity on ecosystems; the structure and properties of elements and compounds; space exploration and the components of the universe; and static and current electricity.
CGC 1P0 – Geography of Canada (Applied)
This course focuses on current geographic issues that affect Canadians. Students will draw on their personal and everyday experiences as they explore a range of issues, including food and water supplies, competing land uses, and interactions with the natural environment, developing their awareness that issues that affect their lives are interconnected with issues in other parts of the world. Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to investigate choices related to sustainable living in Canada 

PPL 1O0 – Healthy Active Living Education (Open)

This course emphasizes students’ daily participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities that promote lifelong healthy active living.  Students will learn movement techniques and principles, ways to improve personal fitness and physical competence, and safety/injury-prevention strategies.  They will investigate issues related to healthy sexuality and the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, and will participate in activities designed to develop goal-setting, communication, and social skills.

Grade 9 Locally Developed Courses
Because some students may experience difficulty achieving the Grade 9 Applied level, the Rainbow District School Board offers Ministry approved Locally Developed (Essential) courses.  The following Locally Developed courses are available in Grade 9: 

 Mathematics (MAT 1L0), English (ENG 1L0), and Science (SNC 1L0)
These Locally Developed courses focus on the knowledge and skills that students need to be well prepared for success in Grade 11 Workplace Preparation courses.  Learning expectations will interconnect skills in literacy, mathematical literacy and subject learning.  In this way, students taking Locally Developed courses will be given opportunities to improve their subject knowledge and skills, and to practice using them in order to strengthen their literacy and mathematical literacy skills.

For students who successfully complete Locally Developed courses, opportunities for lateral moves to other types of courses can be provided as appropriate (i.e.  MAT 1L0 to  MFM 1P0).

The following Grade 10 Locally Developed courses will be offered:

  Mathematics (MAT 2L0), English (ENG 2L0), and Canadian History (CHC 2L0)

ENG 1L0 – English (Locally Developed/Essential)
This course provides foundational literacy and communication skills to prepare students for success in their daily lives, in the workplace, in the Grade 10 Locally Developed course, and in the English Grade 11 Workplace Preparation course.  This course is organized by strands that develop listening and talking skills, reading and viewing skills, and writing skills.  In all strands, the focus is on developing foundational literacy skills and in using language clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic contexts.  Students develop strategies and put into practice the processes involved in talking, listening, reading, viewing, writing, and thinking, and reflect upon their growth in these areas.

MAT 1L0 – Mathematics (Locally Developed/Essential)
This course emphasizes further development of mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare students for success in their everyday lives, in the workplace, in the Grade 10 Locally Developed course, and in the Mathematics Grade 11 and Grade 12 Workplace Preparation courses.  The course is organized by three strands related to money sense, measurement, and proportional reasoning.  In all strands, the focus is on developing and consolidating key foundational mathematical concepts and skills by solving authentic, everyday problems.  Students have opportunities to further develop their mathematical literacy and problem-solving skills, and to continue developing their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant and practical math activities.

SNC 1L0 – Science (Locally Developed/Essential)

This course emphasizes reinforcing and strengthening science-related knowledge and skills, including scientific inquiry, critical thinking and the relationship between science, society, and the environment, to prepare students for success in everyday life, in the workplace, and in the Science Grade 11 Workplace Preparation course.  Students explore a range of topics including science in daily life, properties of common materials, life sustaining processes in simple and complex organisms, and electrical circuits.  Students have the opportunity to extend mathematical and scientific process skills, and to continue developing their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant practical science activities.

French Immersion Courses and the Bilingual Certificate

The Ministry of Education recommends that graduates of this program complete a required number of their courses in French.  Students will receive a Bilingual Certificate from the Rainbow District School Board if they have acquired at least 10 credits in subjects taught in French.  At least 2 of the credits must be at the senior level, and at least four of the credits must be in Français.
Students who enroll in the program do so primarily to learn French.  All activities, whether in or out of the classroom, are planned to enable students to further their communication skills.

Students are encouraged to take advantage of opportunities to interact with French-speaking peers through exchanges, summer programs, or travel.

ADA 1OI – L’art Dramatique (Open)

This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic forms and techniques, using material from a wide range of sources and cultures.  Students will use the elements of drama to examine situations and issues that are relevant to their lives.  Students will create, perform, discuss, and analyse drama, then reflect on the experiences to develop an understanding of themselves, the art form, and the world around them.  This course is taught in French.

FIF 1DI – French Immersion (Academic)
This course provides opportunities for students to speak and interact in French independ​ently in a variety of real-life and personally relevant contexts. Students will develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing, as well their ability to communicate in French with confidence, by using language learning strategies introduced in the elementary French Immersion program. Students will enhance their knowledge of the French language through the study of French Canadian literature. They will also increase their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, and will develop skills necessary for lifelong language learning.

Prerequisite: Minimum of 3800 hours of French instruction, or equivalent
CGC 1DI – Geographie de Canada (Academic)

This course explores Canada’s distinct and changing character and the geographic systems and relationship that shape it.  Students will investigate the interactions of natural and human systems within Canada, as well as Canada’s economic, cultural, and environmental connections to other countries.  Students will use a variety of geotechnologies and inquiry and communication methods to analyse and evaluate geographic issues, and present their findings.  This course is taught in French.

PPL 1OI – Vie Active et Santé (Open)

This course emphasizes students’ daily participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities that promote lifelong healthy active living.  Students will learn movement techniques and principles, ways to improve personal fitness and physical competence, and safety/injury-prevention strategies.  They will investigate issues related to healthy sexuality and the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, and will participate in activities designed to develop goal-setting, communicating, and social skills.  This course is taught in French.
Electives

ALC 1O0 – Integrated Arts (Open)
This course integrates two or more of the arts (dance, drama, media arts, music, and visual arts), giving students the opportunity to produce and present integrated art works created individually or collaboratively. Students will demonstrate innovation as they learn and apply concepts, styles, and conventions unique to the various arts and acquire skills that are transferable beyond the classroom. Students will use the creative process and responsible practices to explore solutions to integrated arts challenges.  

AMU 1O0 – Music (Open)

This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous experience and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will develop musical literacy skills by using the creative and critical analysis processes in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and analytical activities. Students will develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music and of safe practices related to music, and will develop a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their life.  
AVI 1O0/NAC1O0 – Visual Arts  (Open)

This course is exploratory in nature, offering an overview of visual arts as a foundation for further study. Students will become familiar with the elements and principles of design and the expressive qualities of various materials by using a range of media, processes, techniques, and styles. Students will use the creative and critical analysis processes and will interpret art within a personal, contemporary, and historical context.

GLE 1O0- Learning Strategies 1: Skills for Success in Secondary School   (Open) 

This course explores learning strategies and helps students become better, more independent learners while increasing their personal management skills, both in school and in other contexts.  Students will learn how to develop and apply a range of strategies to improve their learning and achievement, particularly their literacy, numeracy, communication, and planning skills.  This course will increase student confidence, motivation and ability to learn.  This course is only available to students at the discretion of the principal.

HFN 1O0 – Foods and Nutrition (Open)

This course focuses on guidelines for making nutritious food choices.  Students will investigate factors that influence food choices, including beliefs, attitudes, current trends, traditional eating patterns, food marketing strategies, and individual needs.  Students will also explore the environmental impact of a variety of food choices at the local and global level.  The course provides students with opportunities to develop food preparation skills and introduces them to the use of social science research methods in the area of food and nutrition.
TDJ1O0- Exploring Technological Design (Open)

This exploratory course introduces students to concepts and skills related to technological design, which involves the development of solutions to various design challenges and the fabrication of models or prototypes of those solutions. Students will develop an awareness of related environmental and societal issues, and will begin to explore secondary

and postsecondary pathways leading to careers in the field.
TIJ 1O0 – Exploring Technologies (Open)

This course enables students to further explore and develop technological knowledge and skills introduced in the elementary science and technology program.  Students will be given the opportunity to design and create products and/or provide services related to the various technological areas or industries, working with a variety of tools, equipment, and software commonly used in industry.  Students will develop an awareness of environmental and societal issues, and will begin to explore secondary and postsecondary education and training pathways leading to careers in technology-related fields.  This three-way rotation will include automotive, construction and manufacturing technology.




Each student is responsible for ensuring that he/she acquires the proper courses to meet diploma requirements.








Examples:


MPM 1D0 -------- Principles of Mathematics, Grade 9, Academic


FIF 1DI     -------- Francais, Grade 9, Academic, Immersion


HFN 1O0  -------- Food and Nutrition, Grade 9, Open


ENG 1P0   -------- English, Grade 9, Applied











Your grades are your responsibility.





Here are some tips which will help you achieve academic success:





Believe in yourself and your ability to be successful.  Most importantly, be positive.





Time management is a must – keep a day planner and don’t overschedule; set time aside for quiet review each day, even if you don’t have a test (this will help avoid cramming before tests).





Practice good study habits:  show up to classes prepared, with all materials required, and be ready to participate.  Complete assignments thoroughly.  Always do your homework.





Set personal goals - minimum marks, classroom participation, perfect assignments, etc.  Make sure the goals are reasonable and attainable.





Focus when in class – listen to the teacher, and ask questions if you don’t understand something. (The only dumb question is the one that wasn’t asked.)





Maintain good records.  Take good notes and date them each day.  Always go back and correct things that you may have gotten wrong (daily assignments, tests or quizzes).
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